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never be satiated. People who saw her were terrified and
ran hither and thither. After several years of wandering
she reached the hermitage of sage Agastya near Deepa
teertha.
On reaching the proximity of this holy place, she smelt
the fine fragrance of the homa air and regained a little of
her past knowledge.  She wondered at the change of her
colour from utter darkness to pale blue. In the meantime
she saw the short sage Agastya coming near the pond and
prostrated to him from a distance.   The sage could
comprehend her past through his mental eye and asked her
"Are you not the great philosopher Yoga vidya? By insulting
sages you have become a ghost. Nobody can alter fate. It
has only to be suffered." Encouraged by these endearing
words, she reverently said that she was really fortunate in
having his darsan. Her sorrow was ending and pleasantness
was sprouting in her heart. Great sages would help people
like her in despair. She requested him to show her a way
of release from her bondage. The sage was kind to her and
told her, "I will direct you to a very sacred place namely
Southern Kailasa where flows the river Swarnamukhi
northwards.   On its banks the Vayu Linga of immense
power stands. To the south of this Linga (at a distance two
miles) there is a hill known as Siddhalaya. You go there and
perform penance for fifteen years and by repeating the
Bhairavamantra and prayer of Srikalahasteeswara, you will
be redeemed and obtain eternal bliss". He initiated her into
the mantra and gave her the text of the prayer-.   She
fervently repeated the mantra on the banks of Deepa teertha
when Bhairava appeared in her dreams and showed the
way to Dakshina Kailasa.
Following the path indicated in her dream she reached
the sacred place, took bath in the Swarnamukhi and
worshipped Vayu Linga. Then she established herself in
Siddhalaya and performed penance repeating the mantra